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Henry and Cromwell was an Englishman, Browne, Archbishop
of Dublin, who simply endeavoured to obey his masters.   A
Parliament was assembled in 1536; and, imitating what had
been done at Westminster, it declared the King the Head of
the Church in Ireland; cut off that Church from dependence
on Rome; made the Irish Bishops satellites of the Crown;
and began the dissolution of religious houses.   A subsequent
Parliament made this spoliation complete:  monasteries and
nunneries were blotted out by scores, and deprived of their
broad lands   and possessions;   and a change was effected
besides, that must have appeared significant   The Kings of
England had been Lords of Ireland only, holding the land,
under the old bull of Adrian, as vassals, in theory, of the Holy
See;  this fiction was, once for all, abolished; and Henry
assumed the^title of Kjag^of the island.    Reforms in doctrine
and ritual were not rnad^Tbut, exactly as had been the case in
England, "idols" were thrown down, "shrines" of peculiar
sanctity, and "Holy Roods," especially hallowed by Rome.
The jurisdiction of the bishops was somewhat enlarged, no
doubt to increase the Royal authority; and a singular effort was
made to extend English influence, by securing to "English-
men" the  best  preferments,  and   by the establishment of
"English" schools apparently within the limits of the Pale.
Reforms like these, mere experiments of foreign power
thrust upon a community that could hardly heed them, musT
obviously have had but little effect. They were probably
carried out in the Church of the Pale only, and were scarcely
heard of in the Church of the Celt, still beyond the bounds of
the Land of the Englishry. They caused, however, some
disorder and trouble in the Pale; Browne was denounced by
Cromer, the Primate of Armagh; and there were bickerings
between Anglo-Norman Lords, for the most part blindly
devoted to Rome, and the administration of the Castle on the
spot But there was no Pilgrimage of Grace in Ireland, no